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Karin Hessenberg : The Complete Potter: Sawdust Firing before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Potter: Sawdust Firing:

26 of 26 people found the following review helpful. Unglazed pottery made accessibleBy A CustomerThistextisa
great reference for the potter beginning to work with unglazed firing techinques, and for the experienced potter
seeking new ideas. There are slip recipes, definition explanations, and interviews with contemporary working artists.
Beautiful photos intersperrsed throughout the text, both color and black and white, illustrate a number of technique
results. A variety of kiln assemblies are described, including pit fire kilns and above ground models. Sawdust Firing is
an interesting, easy read packed with information and a number of artist's personal preferences regarding their
techniques. | highly recommend it to any individual curious about the art - this book makes unglazed firing very
accessible, even to beginners.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy J.Wallacebasic8 of 8
people found the following review helpful. More How-Do Than How-ToBy A Customer" Sawdust Firing," through
interviews with potters, sets forth how those potters do, rather than stepping through how-to's. Thisis NOT a book for
beginners, except to give ataste of the medium. Brilliant photos of potters' works, 'though mostly UK potters and the
editor's own, with a spattering from other countries. The vocabulary is distinctly UK-based, with some terms explained
in the glossary. For aUS reader, "ceramic fibre" may not instantly translate to "fiberglass," and "bin" to "garbage can."
Having said all this, the book isworth the money just for the glimpses of Duncan Ross' work.

Sawdust firing is arandom and unpredictabl e technique which depends for its color and effect not on glaze, but on a
direct relationship between clay and fire. This book demonstrates the work of potters who have devel oped ways of
controlling and exploiting this exciting technique. The attraction of sawdust firing for potterslies in the beautiful
effects created on the surface of the clay as aresult of the contact between body and smoke. In The Complete Potter:
Sawdust Firing, Karin Hessenberg provides a brief introduction to the process, discussing the ways in which the clay
and fire interact, and the range of color effects that can be achieved. She further examines various types of sawdust
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firing through the work of different potters, each of whom describes his or her methods and ideas. Illustrated in full
color, this book will provide potters of all abilities with athorough understanding of the techniques needed to achieve
successful results.

From Library Journal This series of guides to specialized pottery techniques was originally published in England by
Batsford. All three books are well illustrated with photographs and diagrams showing works in progress and finished
pieces by contemporary artists. Suitable for advanced students and studio potters, they emphasize good technique and
problem solving. Phethean's book on throwing pots on the wheel, the most conventional of the three, covers techniques
familiar to most potters. Whyman emphasi zes the special techniques and materials needed to work successfully with
porcelain clay. Hessenberg discusses the procedures used by several artists who employ the unpredictable method of
firing pottery in burning sawdust. Both Whyman's and Hessenberg's books have lists of suppliersin the United
Kingdom, Australia, and the United States, and Hessenberg also includes a glossary. These handy guides are
recommended for most crafts collections.Constance Ashmore Fairchild, formerly with Univ. of Illinois Lib., Urbana-
ChampaignCopyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Provides a brief introduction to this pottery process,
discusses ways in which the clay and fire interact, and the color effects that can be achieved, and examines various
types of sawdust firing through the work of different potters, who describe their methods. Illustrated with color and bw
photos."Book News, Inc.From the Back CoverSawdust firing is arandom and unpredictabl e technique which depends
for its color and effect not on glaze, but on a direct relationship between clay and fire. This book demonstrates the
work of potters who have developed ways of controlling and exploiting this exciting technique. The attraction of
sawdust firing for pottersliesin the beautiful effects created on the surface of the clay as aresult of the contact
between body and smoke. In The Complete Potter: Sawdust Firing, Karin Hessenberg provides a brief introduction to
the process, discussing the ways in which the clay and fire interact, and the range of color effects that can be achieved.
She further examines various types of sawdust firing through the work of different potters, each of whom describes his
or her methods and ideas. lllustrated in full color, this book will provide potters of all abilities with athorough
understanding of the techniques needed to achieve successful results.



