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Carl L. Withner : The Cattleyas and Their Relatives: A Book in Six Parts, Brassavola, Encyclia, and Other 
Genera of Mexico and Central America (Vol 5)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Cattleyas and Their Relatives: A Book in Six Parts, Brassavola, Encyclia, and 
Other Genera of Mexico and Central America (Vol 5): 

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Not for everyone, but a comprehensive study...By Angela L. 
ConsaniIf you are looking for a coffee table book with lots of glossy pictures, this book is not for you. However, if you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0881924563


are looking for a comprehensive study on the history, breeding, and ecology of this tribe, this is the book for you. As 
for myself, I thoroughly enjoyed my first trip through it and I love having it on the shelf as a reference.

Cattleyas are frequently called "the Queen of the Orchids," and Carl Withner's passion for them started before World 
War II. About 12 years ago he published the first in this series of six books, which now comes to a conclusion with 
this final volume. The South American Encyclia species have not previously been the subject of a book, and the genus 
presents many problems and difficulties. A few of the species are known from a single herbarium specimen and may 
well now be extinct because of the continuing loss of habitat. This volume also includes taxonomic and nomenclatural 
changes affecting species covered in the earlier volumes, as well as additions and changes to the text of each of the 
five volumes.

"This book in six parts will appeal to botanists and orchid growers, both professional and hobbyist. Dr. Withner brings 
clarity, precision and enthusiasm for this group of plants to our attention, and his unparalleled experience provides a 
wealth of information about species old and new, 'lost', 'rediscovered', and rare."--Joyce Stewart, Plantsman, December 
1994--Joyce Stewart "Plantsman "About the AuthorIn 1990 Withner was granted the American Orchid Society's 
highest award, the Gold Medal, to honor his distinguished achievement in science and education. In 1996 the Orchid 
Digest Corporation awarded him its highest accolade, the Silver Medal for meritorious service to the orchid world. Dr. 
Withner lives in Bellingham, Washington, where he remains much occupied with orchid research, writing, and work 
with orchid societies. 


