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Susan Pickering Rothamel : The Art of Paper Collage before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised The Art of Paper Collage:

137 of 141 people found the following review helpful. Not so much art as craftBy sarahbellumAIthough this book
does have some good ideas, it was disappointing. It might be called "The Art Of Paper Collage," but clearly the author
comes from the world of scrapbooking and rubber stamping, not from the world of collage as afine art. The examples
sheincludes of her own work tend either toward Biblical themes or toward family memorabilia (ex: one collageis
called "My Dad").The writing style is oddly stilted. For example, instead of saying "Y ou will find..." she chooses "It
will be found that..." That kind of writing gets old very quickly, and should have been edited out. Explanations tend to
be sparse. In the section about doing an acrylic underpainting,for example, there is very little information about how to
do one, or about how to mesh the underpainting with the collage elements. There is also a strange lack of information
about some tried-and-true elements of collage art, such as archival tissue and the many types of acrylic medium and
acrylic modeling paste, and only a cursory look at Oriental papers, while an entire section is devoted to some new
products that are of dubious value, such as glitter spray. | was dismayed, furthermore, to find that most of the products
featured in that section just happen to be sold by a company the author is associated with. | ended up feeling like | had
just spent alot of money on an elaborate ad. Not only that, there is some misinformation: she claims that water-soluble
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polymer glues are considered archival "because they are reversible." That is NOT what makes a product archival--if
that were the case, kindergarten paste would be considered archival . There are other, much better, books about the art
of collage out there, if you are serious about the artistic aspects of it. Look for the ones by Nita Leland and Virginia
Williams, and Gerald Brommer. Both are far better written, represent a much broader range of styles, and are not
nearly as commercialy self-serving.55 of 56 people found the following review helpful. Inspirational and Beautiful By
A Customerl was so inspired by the beautiful art in The Art of Paper Collage that | not only read Susan Pickering
Rothamel's book cover-to-cover twice but | studied her stunning work and technique and then used them as guides to
do my very first paper collage. The result was spectacular and | give Ms. Rothamel all the credit. She gave just enough
direction and instruction so that | could actually construct my collage but more than that she gave me plenty of
samples so that | could take alittle from here and there and create something | am proud to own. |'ve had her book
now for some months and it still sits on my artwork table so that | can wander through it when | need ideas and
inspiration. | was really pleased that she included other artist's work - it gave me the opportunity to see awide variety
of styles and techniques. This book stands alone but now that |'ve also seen her terrific video on collage I'm even more
confident of what I'm doing and am ready to tackle a more intricate piece. Wonderful book. Just wonderful.2 of 2
people found the following review helpful. Great Images, OK InstructionsBy Catherine MRothamel shares some of
her works and includes the work of others as she guides us through the basics of paper collage. | would have preferred
more technical help, particularly with adhesive types, applying adhesives, and positioning papers prior to, the glueing
processes. A good book to whet your apetite for collage, because the finished examples are lovely.

One of todays most outstanding collagists has produced an indispensable guidebook to the vast assortment of tools and
techniques available: grounds and supports for the work, paper layering, faux-lace embellishing, assemblage,
impression lifts, and more. Look into products like webbing spray, micatiles, crackling medium, and crystal gel.
Lushly illustrated with the authors masterpieces and an artists gallery.

About the AuthorSusan Pickering Rothamel has been teaching art classes since 1979 and is experienced as a national
lecturer, writer and product and marketing consultant. She has spread her excitement for the arts through workshops,
classes, articles and instructional videos. Susan livesin Michigan.



