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Margaret Ludlow : Temari: A Traditional Japanese Embroidery Technique  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Temari: A Traditional Japanese Embroidery Technique: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a wonderful book on what is presumably a simple 
embroidery techniqueBy Barbara LawrenceThis is a wonderful book on what is presumably a simple embroidery 
technique, I, and others in my Guild Chapter, have found Temari a bit daunting. This book has clear illustrations and 
descriptions and is perfect for helping those new to the technique learn the basics. I highly recommend it.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Great serviceBy Cindy S.Nice book. Fast delivery.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Four StarsBy De Anna SampsonNew technique, can't wait to get started.

Virtually unknown outside Japan until recently, Temari consists of a ball core covered with plain sewing thread and 
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finished on the outside with brightly colored embroidery thread in geometric designs. Twenty-two illustrated step-by-
step projects for finishing the outside complete the book....An excellent and beautifully illustrated guide and is highly 
recommended for all crafts collections.Library Journal.

.com The ancient Japanese art of temari yields colorful embroidered spheres of astonishingly complex-looking 
geometric designs. Yet the materials and the basic principles are really pretty simple: wadded-up batting or a pair of 
pantyhose is covered with a plastic bag and wrapped with layers of ordinary thread to form the base shape, which is 
then divided into sections and systematically stitched with shiny cotton. Woven and interwoven triangles, diamonds, 
stars, abstract florals, and other elaborate patterns emerge over the surface. The process is time-consuming and some 
patterns are advanced, but the basic steps and many designs are not so difficult, and the results are amazing. In Japan, 
temari balls are given to celebrate major events such as birthdays or weddings, but you don't have to wait for a special 
occasion: use a bowl full of temari balls as an interesting centerpiece or home-decor accent, or turn different-sized 
versions into key chains, earrings, rattles, bell pulls, and ornaments. Consult this guide for a terrific introduction to the 
technique, with color photos of each of the 22 step-by-step projects. --Amy Handy 


