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15 of 15 people found the following review helpful. InformativeBy Carex ElataThis encyclopedia has a broad scope 
on many of the plants used in the garden landscape. You will find information about how the plants are arranged, and 
how/ why the chosen plants came to be included in this book.The plants are outlined alphabetically by botanic 
nomenclature. In the back of the book it also has a common name index which is immediately followed by the botanic 
equivalent.Each entry starts with the botanic name, with a phonetic spelling and genus family. Followed by a general 
description and how to grow the species. Under each entry will be the individual cultivars with a description and zone 
tolerances.This encyclopedia also has general info about propagation, a glossary and a hardiness zone map.No single 
encyclopedia will have that one single plant you are looking for.For any gardener, this book should be included in 
your library.I have a landscape design and build company, and have several encyclopedias in my collection. This is 
one I reference, from time to time for its accuracy and authority.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Great PurchaseBy Frankie HeckAlthough not what I was looking for , the price could not be beat and the item was in 
great condition . Very pleased with the shipping time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GIANT 
weighty tome, full of plants new to me, but photos not big enough for my tasteBy rap-scallionHuge book, excellent 
info. My reservations on it stem from the fact that photos are not very large in most cases, and photos were my main 
reason for buying it. I am a designer and am always on the lookout for inspirational books with riveting, detailed 
photography of the natural forces of the universe (plants, weather, etc.). I kept it nonetheless because it features myriad 
plants I have never heard of nor seen, which I can research further to find more apropos photos when I need them. So 
book gives me a Step One. For a series plant person, it's probably very good. It is HUGE!!!

At the heart of every garden are the plants, which enhance our land and engage our souls. For gardeners, no matter 
how new or how advanced, whether we cultivate for ourselves or for landscaping clients, plants are the sine qua non. 
They intrigue us and inspire us. And the more we learn about them, the more they add to our pleasure in gardening. 
For all of these reasons, every gardener needs a good plant encyclopedia. And, as the only plant encyclopedia written 
exclusively for North American gardeners, Taylors Encyclopedia of Garden Plants will be as useful twenty years from 
now as it is today. If a plant cant be grown on this continent, you wont find it here. Readers will use this book in a 
number of ways: as a resource for identifying plants, as a guide to purchasing the best species and cultivars for 
particular gardening locations and growing conditions, and as an important way to save the cost and disappointment of 
buying plants that wont thrive or will overwhelm a garden. Choosing just the right tree or shrub can add the crowning 
touch to your landscape plan. Here youll find expert information about more than a thousand species of trees, shrubs, 
roses, bulbs, perennials, annuals, and ground covers. Illustrated with 1,200 color photos and hundreds of line 
drawings, the encyclopedia includes instructions on how to grow the plants and even on how to propagate many of 
them. An extensive glossary and a common name index make this book accessible to beginners as well as longtime 
gardeners. Like gardening itself, Taylors Encyclopedia of Garden Plants will bring its readers immediate pleasure as 
well as long-term rewards.

From Publishers WeeklyThis beautifully illustrated encyclopedia offers North American gardeners a definitive 
resource for all their questions, from flowers to trees to shrubs. Long-time Houghton Mifflin editor Tenenbaum (who 
has edited the Taylor series for more than 30 years) arranges her book alphabetically according to genus, then breaks 
plants down by species (an index of common names helps readers follow the Latin terms). Under Ficus, for example, 
is a pronunciation key ("FYE-kus"), the common family name (Mulberry), then a description ("It exhibits potentially 
unlimited growth in warm gardens"; "as a vine, it clings tenaciously by secreting a tiny amount of latex"); and finally, 
suggestions for growing ("It will perform best in moist well-drained loamy soil"). At the end of the book, Tenenbaum 
features succinct, clearly illustrated directions for propagating plants, whether growing them from seed or by dividing 
or taking cuttings. 1,200 color photos. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistPositioned as the 
only plant encyclopedia intended solely for the American gardener, Taylor's directory encompasses more than one 
thousand trees, shrubs, vines, and perennials suitable for a garden located anywhere in North America. An ambitious 
compilation, it bears the Taylor trademark of reliable information imparted in an entertaining but usable manner, and 
highlighted by superlative production values that include an easy-to-navigate layout, crisp photography, and detailed 
illustrations. The alphabetical directory of plants is organized by genus and supported by a common-name index for 
quick cross-referencing. Each entry offers a brief yet thorough description of plant habit and culture, with valuable tips 
on planting, climate, size, bloom, noteworthy cultivars, and comparable species. An entire chapter is devoted to plant 
propagation, and precise illustrations accompany the text detailing proper techniques for sowing seed, taking cuttings, 
and dividing plants. Taylor's comprehensive guide to North American plant material is designed to be used as a single-
source reference and destined to become a time-honored resource for novice and experienced gardener alike. Carol 
HaggasCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "Concise, easy to read, attractively laid out, and 
packed with information. Library Journal StarredDestined to become a time-honored resource for novice and 
experienced gardeners alike." Booklist, ALA"The reference guide that should be on the bookshelf of everyone who 
grows anything." A Best Gardening Book of 2003 Christian Science Monitor "I bet that if a plant isn't in this book, it 



probably won't grown in North America." The Chicago Sun-Times"Makes looking up plants as easy as A-B-Cedrus." 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer"The reference book that earned an instant spot on my shelf." The Philadelphia Inquirer 


