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Tania Bayard : Sweet Herbs and Sundry Flowers: Medieval Gardens and the Gardens of the Cloisters  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sweet Herbs and Sundry 
Flowers: Medieval Gardens and the Gardens of the Cloisters: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. adorable book. filled with info on medieval gardening pants ...By 
jamieadorable book. filled with info on medieval gardening pants and diagrams. if you want to know about medieval 
herbology and gardening this will be a nice addition to your library. rather a thin short book.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Sweet Herbs Sundry FlowersBy dollsandmagicI love everything about this beautiful little 
book. It is lavish and wonderful. It's perfect for gardeners, historians, and artists.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Medieval GardensBy RachelA very interest little book. I love medieval gardens and this has some 
interesting information. It may not be THE reference to use, but would be a good addition to a reference set you 
already have.

If you have walked through a wood of wild ginger, forget-me-nots, and unfurling ferns, or wandered in a meadow of 
strawberries, yarrow, and oxeye daisies, you have had the opportunity to admire medieval plants. Sweet Herbs and 
Sundry Flowers is an introduction to medieval plants and gardening practices by way of the gardens of The Cloisters. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870994220


In her work as assistant horticulturist at The Cloisters, Tania Bayard has become aware of the many questions visitors 
ask about medieval gardening. Tania addresses those questions in this volume, providing a list of the plants in The 
Cloisters' gardens. In this book, Tania, who left a career in art history to become a horticulturist, shares her knowledge 
and experience with us.The gardens of The Cloisters bloom in a unique museum, a division of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, designed to suggest the layout of a medieval European monastery. Planted in reconstructed 
Romanesque and Gothic cloisters, the gardens resemble those that provided bodily sustenance and spiritual 
refreshment for monks of centuries ago.The delight in reading Sweet Herbs and Sundry Flowers is the realization that 
the modern gardener's experience is not unlike that of gardeners one thousand years ago. Then, as now, garden plots 
were selected for adequate light and water drainage, the soil was prepared in the spring, noxious weeds and stones 
were removed, the ground was tilled and rakes, and cow manure was added for fertilizer. Seeds and young plants were 
lovingly tended. When the plants were mature, roots, stems, leaves, flowers, and fruits were harvested for food, 
medicines, and various household uses. Following the fall harvest, the ground was readied for winter, and thoughts of 
spring were always present. How wonderful it is that we share with the medieval gardener the same labors and joys, 
getting our hands dirty with soil as did the ninth-century monk, Walahfrid Strabo. [This book was originally published 
in 1985 and has gone out of print. This edition is a print-on-demand version of the original book.]


