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Principal Signe Nielsen : Sky Gardens: Rooftops, Balconies, and Terraces  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sky Gardens: Rooftops, Balconies, and Terraces: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not all that inspiringBy Mary S. MorganI didn't kick myself for 
buying this book, but there are others that are much better. My husband and I just bought a condo on the top floor of a 
high rise and we want to redesign the terraces. We have our permits and condo board's rules. We've had a structural 
engineer look at the space so we know our limitations. I was hoping this book would give me some great ideas, but the 
pictures were too small and there wasn't enough "how to" guidance to achieve the results shown. Also, and this is a 
biggie, our condo does not overlook central park or Lake Michigan so we need to make it our own park. We love 
doing our own landscaping and were looking forward to getting started before it gets too hot. This may be a 2-year 
project to achieve our plans.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Subsistence Organic Gardening for 
limited spacesBy inez majorI am remodelling my home/property to include subsistence organic gardening and I am 
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researching ideas that are energy efficient,space sensitive and uniquely attractive0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Excellent photos; good text. It is for inspiration and ideas, not a "how-to" book.By Easy GoerMy ex-
boss. I learned so much from her; she truly inspired me.

Leading landscape architect Signe Nielsen shares her years of experience, and draws on other professional projects to 
present this incredible design portfolio. Great design ideas are combined with practical tips on transforming an outdoor 
living space into a personal oasis. Lavishly illustrated with hundreds of examples, this book provides a stunning 
portfolio of hidden treasures and is packed with innovative and useful suggestions. You will be able to make informed 
choices for everything from style to plant selection. The book guides you through steps toward composing a sky 
garden, beginning with key principles of design. Discover endless possibilities for creating a special place, whether a 
shady nook for relaxation or a dramatic vista for alfresco dining. Bring your airy retreat to life by choosing from eye-
catching plant combinations and furniture arrangements. Add the finishing touch with lighting, outdoor sculpture and 
ornaments, and fountains and other water effects that make a garden uniquely your own. This is an invaluable resource 
for everyone planning to renovate or build a rooftop, terrace, or balcony garden. With expert advice and images from a 
leading landscape architect, you will be inspired to express your personality by adapting the ideas to suit your taste, 
needs, and budget.

About the AuthorSigne Nielsen is an award-winning landscape architect with three decades of experience in designing 
and building innovative and responsive places for people. In addition to being a principal of her firm, Mathews 
Nielsen Landscape Architects PC, she is a professor at Pratt Institute and a Fellow of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects. Her work has been widely published in design journals and books and she lectures frequently 
on various topics related to landscapes in the urban environment. She resides in New York City with her husband and 
family. 


