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Linda Woolley, Lucy Johnston : Shoes: A Brief History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Shoes: A Brief History: 

Changing styles in footwear have always captured the imagination and communicated the priorities and ambitions of 
the wearerduring the reign of Henry VIII, exaggerated shapes and wide toes were footwears reflection of the 
aggressive social climate of the court, while engravings of Queen Victoria show impossibly narrow slippers, worn in 
pursuit of 19th-century ideals of daintiness. This colorful book provides an engaging overview of the history of 
footwear.

About the AuthorLucy Johnston and Linda Woolley are former curators of fashion in the VAs Furniture, Textiles and 
Fashion Department. 
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