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From Shinbaku Books: Secret Doll Underground: Japanese Surrealist Dolls From The Yaso Collection, Tokyo
(Japanese Art Perspectives) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Secret Doll Underground: Japanese Surrealist Dolls From The Y aso Collection, Tokyo (Japanese Art
Perspectives):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disturbing... yes. Compelling... yes.By C. MERRITTDisturbing...
yes. Compelling... yes. | find inspiration in the twisted dolls found in this book. The dolls bring me back to images

from The Brothers Quay and Hans Bellmer. These images are for adults, and the weak of stomach should avoid this
book. But it your tastes extend beyond the benign, generic and downright dull, | would encourage readers to explore


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=184068321X

this book.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Gruesome Brutal By Ellen Etc.Since this book didn't offer
a"preview" function, | had to see a copy to understand what they meant by "avant-garde Japanese doll-making," and it
wasn't a pretty sight. The description of the book doesn't telegraph how gruesome these dolls are -- naked child dollsin
states of mutilation, dismemberment, decay, or death -- so | understand now why there wouldn't be a"preview"
available. The dolls are sexually explicit and are represented as abused (naked girl dolls with |abia with rashes, for
instance). Some have ripped-open abdomens and missing limbs; most show facial trauma of one kind or ancother.There
was a sameness to the images, possibly because they are based on the same ball-jointed, hyper-realistic doll forms.
This art celebrates the suffering of children, and | personally found it sadistic, but better to disfigure dolls than real
children, | suppose.The description doesn't do justice to the brutality of the images. This art was not to my taste, and |
will not be keeping this book.

The modern era of underground doll-making in Japan began in the late 1960s, with the experiments of Simon Y otsuya
and Nori Doi. Directly inspired by the Surrealist Doll constructed by Hans Bellmer in 1932, Simon Y otsuya created a
series of ball-jointed, life-sized dolls which featured in his ground-breaking "Eve In The Past And The Future
exhibition in Tokyo, in 1973. Simon Y otsuya's work inspired a new wave of avant-garde Japanese doll-making,
headed by artists such as Ryo Y oshida and Katan Amano, which has continued to flourish to the present day. SECRET
DOLL UNDERGROUND, presented by Y uichi Konno, features dolls by fifteen artists, from Simon Y otsuya onwards,
with over 80 full-sized colour photographs never before published outside Japan. It also includes Konno's introductory
history of the underground doll in Japan. Y uichi Konno isthe editor of Yaso, an independent arts and culture
publication founded in 1979. Japanese Art Perspectivesis anew illustrated book series on Japanese art and artists of
the 20th and 21st centuries.

About the AuthorY uichi Konno is the editor of Y aso, an independent arts and culture publication founded in 1979. He
also curates the Parabolica-Bis gallery in Tokyo.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.INTRODUCTION 1. YASO The photosin this book were first run in various issues of the magazine called

Y aso. Yaso is an independent publication which mainly focuses on art and culture, with a one-theme-for-one-issue
policy. It was started in 1979, once closed in 1998, and restarted in 2003. The biggest reason we restarted is that we
had explored issues such as dolls, dance, literature, art and general culture and criticized them, but then realized that
these issues themselves have mutated. In terms of dolls, in comparison with the situation when we first made a feature
of Hans Bellmer in 1980, people tend to think a great deal about symbology, rather than doll art (the tranglation of doll
isningyo in Japanese, but these days the English word "doll is often used). There's a big difference between the
modern doll and traditional ningyo, which used to be called hitogata ("human figure). But they don't look that
different. Observing subtle differencesin how they look and big differencesin their essential aspect has become the
new motivation for Y aso. Aestheticism means shonen-ai (love between boys) these days in Japan. The concept of
"fetish sometimes involves "cutting, damaging or injuring your body. Lolitafashion isvery popular but this symptom
is not very much related to Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita. How men with "Lolicon (Lolita complex) would feel when
they look at the girls wearing Lolita fashion and how those girls would feel when they dressin Lolita fashion have no
connection at all. Mindful of historical matters, Y aso is going to feature conventional values which are based on
philosophical and aesthetic elements, and current phenomena with enigmatic distortion, in parallel. We don't view the
current situation negatively. We can foresee that new creativity is starting to arise from this situation. 2. RISE OF
NORI DOI AND SIMON YOTSUY A Currently, most of dollsin Japan are ball-jointed, even those manufactured
dollswhich are called "fashion dolls. There seems to be no country in the world and period in the history in which you
can see so many ball-jointed dolls. The spread of the ball-jointed style was caused by attention on Hans Bellmer's ball-
jointed dolls, in the 1960's. It is Simon Y otsuya who was influenced by Bellmer, regarding him as a pioneer. He was
very much moved by a single picture of Bellmer's doll, and began to change his style of creating dolls. That caused a
revolutionary change in the world of creating dollsin Japan ....



