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Nicola Ferguson : Right Plant, Right Place: The Indispensable Guide to the Successful Garden before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Right Plant, Right Place: The
I ndispensable Guide to the Successful Garden:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Understand why plants thrive (or fail to thrive) in your garden, and
wht to do about itBy E. CarusoRight Plant, Right Place was on the list of recommended books for our Master Urban
Gardening certification training. It's awonderful addition to alibrary of gardening how-to books. There are lists, and
more lists, of plants that meet any requirement in the garden, from soil type, to plant habit, cultural and ornamental
characteristics--even foliage color. If you're drooling over a plant that you'd like to grow in your garden, this book can
tell you whether it will do well there, and if not, suggest substitutes that will thrive.The pictures, though plentiful, are


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0671523961

small for the most part. It may be hard for the novice to see the details of the plant and/or to judge the scale of the
plant. However, there are myriad sources of photos in other books and online to help round out an understanding of the
size and foliage of most plants.Both for cross-checking whether a plant is suited to a particular site before purchasing
and installing it, and as a springboard for the imagination, Right Plant, Right Place is aterrific addition to any
gardening library.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great info for new gardenersBy SummerEasy,
organized, useful information....requirements, height/width,sun, water, acid/akaline,zones,evergreen/perennia and
photos !'!! One could spend hours trying to locate this information on line and be frustrated. If you are looking for new
ideas for specific locations this book is for you. Great information. Thank you Nicola...how about another 1400 plants
20 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Unique and extremely useful book that is marvelously cross
indexedBy AWRUnNique and extremely useful book that is marvelously cross indexed. Need to fill a place with a plant
then you can quickly figure out what will work given the placement and the surrounding vegetation. Recommended to
me by a horticulturist who takes it with him everywhere. Still can find it on the used book market. Worth hunting
down.

The unique reference book that will lead gardeners effortlessly to the plants that will ook best and grow best in their
own particular garden. Over 1,500 garden plants are systematically organized according to growing conditions,
purpose and appearance.

About the AuthorNicola Ferguson was born in 1949 and brought up in Northern Ireland. She has a PhD in psychology,
and she has also become an experienced gardener. She now lives with her husband and one daughter in Edinburgh,
where they have a north facing, high-walled garden.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. Chapter 1
Plants suitable for shallow soils over chalk Gardeners with very alkaline or limy -- as opposed to acid -- soils have to
contend with the unsuitability of their soils for growing rhododendrons, camellias, most heathers and a considerable
number of other plants. Gardeners with shallow soils over chalk have to deal with the additional problem of
excessively free drainage. With this second type of soil many of the plants so beguilingly described as 'revelling in
lime' would, in fact, be inappropriate choices; these plants enjoy the fertility of an alkaline soil, but not all of them
appreciate the dryness of one through which moisture passes extremely quickly. The plantsin the following list do
well, rather than survive, in both the alkalinity and the rather dry conditions of shallow soils over chalk. (Occasionally,
acid soil may overlie chalk but this combination is arelatively rare one.) For areas, within a chalky garden, which are
particularly dry and hot, the list entitled 'Plants suitable for dry soilsin bot, sunny sites' should be consulted. Almost
all the plants which appear in that list do well in alkaline soils, but there are exceptions: hybrids and varieties of the
common broom, Cytisus scoparius, and Berberis thunbergii and its varieties do best in a neutral soil (that is, one which
is neither alkaline nor acid), as do Ulex europaeus 'Plenus, aform of gorse with double flowers, and Liriope muscari.
Many apparently obvious candidates for inclusion do not appear in this list. Some of these plants have been excluded
because they become diseased on dry soils: for instance, without constant moisture Michaelmas daisies are, in general,
prone to mildew (the exception to thisrule, Aster x frikartii, has been included as a suitable plant). Another group of
favourite plants for alkaline soils are the clematis but, particularly in the case of the large-flowered hybrids, they
require moisture and a good depth of soil to succeed; even the vigorous Clematis montana and its varieties do best in a
moist, well-drained soil. Some plants, like annual sweet peas, the larger antirrhinums or snapdragons, and the so-called
florists' chrysanthemums, rather than the border varieties of the genus, are grown aimost exclusively for large blooms;
these will only be produced on soils which have plenty of moisture-retentive nourishment dug into them. Occasionally,
some members of a mostly unsuitable genus sound as if they might do well in chalk soils: in general, lilies, for
example, prefer or need acid soils, but Lilium candidum, the madonnalily, does best in an alkaline soil. However, no
lily of any sort must be allowed to dry out and, since this can be difficult to ensure on shallow soils over chalk, Lilium
candidum is, in fact, as unsuitable as all other members of the genustor inclusion in the present list. There are al'so
some plants which, most discouragingly, show their dislike of a shallow, chalk soil only some considerable time after
they have been planted there. On dry, chalky sails, the various japonicas and flowering quinces often produce yellow
leaves after having looked healthy when younger; and, after afew years on a shallow soil, the fast-growing Leyland
cypress may become top heavy and Calocedrus decurrens begin to lose foliage from its upper branches. Although the
fertility of alkaline soil means that even gardeners contending with chalk have alarge number of suitable plantsto
choose from, the range of plants with certain featuresis rather restricted. And, of course, there are the forbidden fruits
of rhododendrons, camellias and most related plants. Indeed, the main problem for many gardeners who live in areas
of shallow soil over chalk is not the high alkalinity or quick drainage of their soil, but their inability to overcome a
longing tor, say, rhododendrons or heathers. This longing can most easily be satisfied by growing otherwise prohibited
plantsin tubs, or similar containers, filled with some lime-free growing medium (sec list entitled Trees, shrubs and
climbers suitable for growing in containers' ot a number of suggestions). Alternatively, certain small, manageable
areas of the garden can have the alkalinity of the soil reduced and its moisture-retentiveness improved by the addition
of peat and leaf-mould. In these areas the lime-tolerant, winter-flowering heaths or heathers and so on can be planted



(for suitable plants see entries not marked with an asterisk in the 'Acid soils list). The construction of anything other
than the smallest of peat beds or wallsis amore elaborate and ambitious project which only the enthusiast should
attempt. Finally, it isworth remembering that many plants associated with woodlands and acid, leaf-mouldy soils are
not, in fact, adverse to alkaline conditions. The most important requirement of plants like hostas and astilbes, for
example, is not acidity but moisture. By incorporating plenty of moisture-retaining substances such as garden compost,
leaf-mould and peat, arange of plants even wider than the sizeable one given here can be grown in shallow soils over
chalk. Copyright 1984 by Nicola Ferguson



