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James Harry Howard : Revised Lapidary Handbook [Illustrated Edition]  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Revised Lapidary Handbook [Illustrated Edition]: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great info for the beginnerBy M. ThorntonGood information for the 
beginner, reference material for the experienced. The pictures are dated, but still useful. I would recommend this for 
the very beginner in Lapidary work3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Very DatedBy G. RandolphNot 
sure what revisions were made but the book is very dated and was not very helpful. Mostly covers how to build 
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equipment and older lapidary techniques of finishing. Does not cover modern finishing/polishing techniques most 
people starting with this hobby would need to know. For instance the author covers a section discussing using 
diamond paste as an alternative method for polishing but does not explain the process; however now days that is the 
normal process for finishing.The illustrations are very basic for machine construction and only provides an outline for 
construction. Construction methods are also out dated considering the building materials available for modern DYI. 
Pictures are black and white and not illustrative as to the process for lapidary work.Typically a revision to a book this 
old would encompass all the changes and improvement to the field of study that came along since the books last 
release. This revision does not do that. The material has not been updated and other than a new cover I'm not sure that 
the revision improved.Unfortunately there are few choices for good lapidary book. This is not one.6 of 6 people found 
the following review helpful. giftee's reactionsBy KAMI can only give this a 4-star because I purchased it as a gift and 
not for myself. The recipient loves to do rock-hounding, tumbling and making cabochons. His reaction was that he 
loved it, and was looking forward to learning some new techniques. The historical aspects (oh, what did we do before 
all of our toys were readily available?) seemed to facinate him and he said that he was going to try replicating some of 
the "old time" tools.

2012 Reprint of Original 1946 Edition. Exact facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical 
Recognition Software. In the U.S. there was little activity in the field of lapidary until the 1930s, when European 
craftsmen emigrated to New York to serve the jewelry industry. In 1935 J. Harry Howard compiled all the available 
information into his "Handbook for the Amateur Lapidary." The demand for the book was great, so great that in 1946 
the book was re-issued, with illustrations, as "Revised Lapidary Handbook." It remains a classic book in the field.


